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tury from  tlie  i^'atherinu'  of  the  church  in  that  place,  and 
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0  THOSE,  BY  WHOSR  SUliSCRlPTIOxV  THE  FOLLOWING  HISTORY 
OF  COHASSET  IS  PUBLISHEi:), 
AND  TO  ALL  THE  MEMBEIIS  OF  THE  CHURCH  AND  SOCIETY 
WHICH  IT  DESCRIBES, 
IT  IS  AFFECTIONATELY  DEDICATED  BY 

THEIR  SINCERE  AND   OBLIGED  FRIEND, 

THE  AUTHOR. 


DISCOURSE  I. 


s 


Jeremiah  vi.  16.  • 
Thus  saith  the  Lord,  Stand  yc  in  the  ways,  and  sec,  and  ask  for  the  okl 
paths,  wlici  e  is  the  good  way^  and  walk  therein,  and  ye  shall  find  rest  lor 
your  soids. 


'a.  OST  of  you,  iny  bearers,  drew  your  first  breath,  tasted 
your  earliest  pleasures,  and  r;)i'rned  the  most  tender  and  at- 
tractive associations  within  the  limits  of  what  is  now  called 
Cohasset.  If  you  have  that  aiiachnient  to  tliO  place  of  your 
nativity  wliich  is  said,  by  a  profound  statesman  and  scholar,^' 
to  be  felt  by  every  virtuous  mind  an  attachment  tender 
and  sublime,  which  vibrates  in  every  fibre,  and  is  intermin.15- 
led  witli  every  atrection  of  the  heart,"  you  will  feel  a  lively 
interest  in  whatever  relates  to  this  town,  the  birth  place  of 
your  fathers  and  yourselves,  and  v»  hich  has  furnished  the 
principal  scenes  of  your  laboui-s,  pleasures,  and  hopes. 

It  has  been  a  laudable  practice  for  serious  and  grateful 
minds  to  commemorate,  at  remarkable  ])eriods,  God's  good- 
ness and  niercies  towards  them,  manifested  by  his  cvcr- 
watchfid  and  beneficent  Providence.  Speaking  in  the  name 
of  the  clnirch  and  people  of  Israel,  I  will  mciition,  saiil  the 
prophet,  the  loving  kindiicss  of  the  Lord,  according  to  all 
that  he  hatli  bestowed  on  us. 

The  fourth  dayj  of  the  last  .week  completed  a  century^ 
since  the  liist  gathering  of  »  a  Cliurch,  and  the  ordination 
of  a  pastor  in  this  place.'  I  have  thought  it  might  afford 
useful  instruction,  and  gratify  a  laudable  curiosity,  to  ])re- 
sentto  'your  contemplation  a  concise  history  of  the  divine 
Providence  with  your  fathers  afid  yourselves,  from  the  first 
scttlen^eut  of  the  town  to  tlio  [)resent  time.  You  are  now  in 
the  place,  where  you  may  see,  and  ask  for  the  old  patiis,  iind 
learn  where  is  the  good  way,  that  you  may  walk  therein  and 
find  rest  for  your  souls. 

*  Hon.  J.  Q.  Adam?.  \  December  13j  1S21. 
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The  town  of  Hingliam,  whirli,  till  1770,  includpd  Colias- 
.sct,  was  settled  by  tlie  liov.  Pctci*  Ilohai-t,  with  part  of  a 
church  and  conci^res^ation  to  which  he  had  been  jiastor,  in 
II ingham.  County  of  Noj  folk,  in  Great  Britain.  Debarred 
the  free  exei  cise  of  theii*  civil  and  reii.i^ious  ri!2;hts,  they,  like 
the  pilgrims  at  Plynioutli,  fled  to  the  wilderness  in  New 
En.i?;land  for  the  enjoyuient  of  tliat  freedom  to  which  as  ra- 
tional hein2;s  they  were  entitled,  and  that  i'eli,:^ious  liberty 
wherewith  Christ  had  made  them  free.  Their  arrival  was 
in  the  year  1635  ;  and  haviii'i;  obtained  IVoni  tlic  natives,  deeds 
of  land  to  form  their  town,  on  September  18  the  same  year 
they  held  tlieir  first  meetinc;  for  civil  purposes,  which  they 
called  a  town  meetine: ;  and  their  town,  from  the  name  of 
that  they  had  left,  they  called  Hingham.^^ 

HiCir  [jastor  was  respectable  for  his  talents  and  christian 
piety.  His  descerjdants  have  been  many,  a  considerable 
number  of  whom  have  been  2;radiiated  at  Hai-vard  Univer- 
sily  ;  and  sonje  of  tliem  eminent  preaclicrs  of  tlie  Gospel. 
The  Iling'hatn  Cfsmpany  pi'eserved,  j^eneraily,  a  J^'ood  stand- 
1!}^;  with  the  natives.  And,  excej)tinj^  a  disj)ute  on  the  sub- 
ject f)t  military  election  and  liberty  of  conscience,  whiclj  in 
](:'45,  interrupted  the  harmony  of  the  town,  and  made  somo 
dimculty  in  the  pi'ovinccf  and  a  violent  contest  in  re.^-ard  to 
the  phici!)2;  of  a  meetinij-liouse,  in  which  the  interfei*ence  of 
the  c^eneral  court  was  i*e([uired  ;  the  social  order  of  the 
ijiljabitants  has  been  i^ood.  The  constant  and  liberal  pro- 
vision, which  they  nrade  for  the  support  of  public  worship 
and  schools  for  the  young,  with  their  .e^eneral  attention  to 
the  ordinances  of  religion,  for  a  hundred  and  seventy  years, 
furnish  good  e\  idence  that  the  lirst  settlei's  were  wise  and 
good  meti,  that  tijcy  educated  their  ciiiidi-en  in  such  princi- 
])!es  and  hal^its  as  rendered  them  useful  and  hap])y  citizens 
and  rational  christians. 

By  the  descendants  of  these  men,  with  otliers  of  virtuous 
character,  the  town  of  Cohasset  was  fust  settled.  The 
names  of  seven,  viz.  Cushing,  Linc(dn,  Tower,  Beal, 
Jauies,  and  Sutton,  found  among  the  iirst  Bingham  company, 
with  tln»se  of  Bates,  Pratt,  Kent,  Orcutt,  Stoddard,  and 
iSicluds,  from  otlier  places,  were  the  names  of  those  daunt- 
less and  worthy  men,  who  fif  st  labcmied  to  subdue  the  soil 
in  this  place,  w  hich  was  then  called  Conohasset,  an  Indian 
name,  signifying  a  fishing  ])romontory. 

The  parts  of  the  town  first  iniprovcd,  were  those  which 
have   received  the  names,  Rocky-nook,  Jerusalem,  iSliil 

»  See  Manu-sciipt  of  D.  Cushins:,  2d  T  Clerk,  Hin^. 

t  Sec  Hubbard's  History  ol  Is'cw  England,  and  papers  in  the  Cabinet  of 
the  Historical  Society. 
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street,  extend ing  to  the  harbour,  the  Plain,  and  Bcachwood 
street.  They  were,  as  well  as  I  can  learn,  settled  succes- 
sively in  the  order  above  named.  To  these  parts  your  pro- 
genitors came,  the  most  of  them  with  their  families  ;  and 
their  perseverance  and  success  evince  that  they  possessed 
much  christian  fortitude,  ])atience  of  labour,  and  pious  trust 
in  the  good  providence  of  God.  The  greater  part  of  the 
soil,  though  of  a  good  quality,  was  so  much  interspersed  with 
rocks,  many  from  their  size  immoveable,  as  to  render  their 
prospect  rather  dreary  and  forbidding.  But  having  Ming- 
ham  on  their  south-west,  and  Sc  ituatc  south,  adjoining  thcnij 
which  were  now  flourishing  j)lantations,  with  their  shores 
abounding  with  fish  of  the  best  kinds,  they  were  not  discour- 
aged. They  took  their  stand  ;  and  wrought  with  industry 
and  patience,  devoutly  looking  to  G(jd  for  pi'otection  and  a 
blessing  on  their  labours,  ile  gave  them  his  blessing.  He 
gave  them,  by  his  providence  and  his  word,  health,  supplies, 
and  peace  of  mind,  and  enabled  them  to  prepare  a  goodly 
heritage  for  their  children,  unto  the  third  and  fourth  gen- 
eration, as  it  is  tliis  day. 

How  early  some  few  families  settled  within  the  limits  of 
this  town,  I  cann<»t  now  ascertain  with  certainty  ;  probably, 
in  the  year  1670  ;  for  about  that  time,  Conohassct,  from  be- 
ing all  undivided  comnion  land  of  Hingham,  was  divided 
among  its  proprietors.*  All,  however,  who  became  residejits 
here,  till  1714,  when  ♦they  obtained  liberty  to  build  a  house 
of  worship,'  considered  themselves  as  belonging  to  the  re- 
ligious society  of  Hingham.  With  that  town  they  acted  in 
all  civil  and  religious  matters.  Thither,  bad  and  long  as 
the  roads  were,  they  repaii'ed  to  worship  0!i  the  Lord's  day, 
and  there  they  buried  their  dead.  But  in  the  year  last 
mentioned,  their  numbers  and  substance  had  inci'eascd  to 
such  a  degree,  that  they  felt  themselves  able  to  support  a 
minister,  and  provide  instruction  for  their  children.  Ac- 
cordingly in  the  year  1714,  they  petitioned  the  tow^n  of 
Hingham  t.)  remit  to  them  their  ministerial  and  school  taxes. 
But  their  i>etition  for  this  object,  however  just  aJid  reason- 
able, was  twice  rejected  ;  nor  could  tiiey  obtain  the  priv- 
ileges of  a  parisli,  till  the  next  year,  when  for  this  purpose 
they  made  a  successful  petition  to  the  general  court. 

Having  a  house  of  worship,  they  probably  liad  preaching 
in  it  before  they  invited  the  candidate  w  horn  they  settled  as 
their  first  pastor.  Mr.  Nehcmiah  Hobart  cauie  to  preach 
to  them  in  July  13,  ir!31  ;  and  as  the  custom  was,  before 
the  forming  of  a  chuich,  he  **  preached  a  fast,"  and  contin- 
ued witli  them,  till  December  13,  of  the  same  yeai-,  when 


^  See  Town  Records  of  Uingliam. 
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the  cluircli  v.as  orjz;anizt  (l,  and  the  pastoj-al  charge  of  it,  by 
solemn  ordination,  was  committed  to  liim.  On  that  occasion 
ti»e  services  were  as  follows  :  introductory  prayer  hy  Rev. 
Ehen.  Gay  of  Hingham  :  Sermon  hy  Rev.  Daniel  Lewis  of 
Pembroke  :  Charj:',T  by  Rev.  Nathaniel  Pitcher  of  Scitnatc  : 
Right  Hand  of  Fellowship  by  Rev.  Samuel  Whitman  of 
Hull. 

After  his  ordination,  the  Rev.  IMr.  Hobart  wrote,  in  his 
book  of  records,  tlie  following  retlections.  0  my  soul, 
never  dare  to  forget  tliat  day,  and  the  sokMnn  charge  I  re- 
ceived tisereoj],  hut  be  miiidful  of  2  Tim.  iv.  1,  2,  the 
})rcacher's  text  ;  that  at  the  last  I  may  be  able  to  say  as  in 
Acts  XX.  26,  27.  1  take  you  to  record  this  (hiy,  tiiat  1  am 
pui'c  from  tlic  blood  of  all  men,  for  I  have  not  shunned  to  de- 
clare unto  you  all  the  couiisel  of  God." 

Thus,  my  iicarers,  one  hundred  years  ago,  the  inhabitahts 
of  this  town  took  the  important  character  of  a  distiact, 
christian  church  and  society.  They  no  longer  ti-avelled 
far,  tiirough  rough  and  dreary  w  ays,  to  worship.  In  the 
midst  of  them  they  had  built  a  liousc  for  God.  Their  eyes 
heheld  in  it  their  chi'istian  priest  clotiied  with  salvation. 
There  was  the  ark  of  their  strength,  and  the  testi- 
mo5iy  of  their  faith  and  hope,  and  there  wc  trust,  tiiey  wor- 
shipped tlie  Fatheis  in  sj)irit  aiid  truth. 

As  a  new  society,  they  were  weak  in  numbers  and 
Nvealth.  According  to  their  ability  their  first  house  of  wor- 
ship was  small  and  Vvitliout  expensive  ornaments,  it  was,  I 
liavc  been  told,  about  35  feet  long  and  25  wide,  witii 
pulpit,  ])ews,  and  seats  of  planed  boards,  of  sim]}le  construc- 
tion. 'Vo  tisem,  hov^  ever,  it  was  probably  quite  as  expensive 
as  was  the  temple  of  Solomon,  to  those  w  ho  buiit  that  mag- 
nificent edifice. 

At  the  formatioji  of  his  churcli,  Mr.  Hobart  drcw^  up  a  well 
written  insti'iiment,  not  as  a  creed,  but  a  covenant,  in  v.  hicli 
are  recognized  t!icir  obligatior.s  to  God  and  Jesus  Christ, 
and  in  w  liich  are  made  their  solemn  vows  to  live,  by  God's 
aid,  in  christian  obedience,  brotherly  love,  and  nmtual  as- 
sistance. After  a  preamble,  expressive  of  their  belief,  that 
they  were  called  of  God  to  unite  together  in  the  bands  of 
Gospel  communion  and  fellowship,  it  proceeds  in  the  follow- 
ing words.  **  A\  c  do,  in  the  name  of  tlie  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
in  the  pi  esencc  of  God,  and  the  h(»ly  angels,  explicitly  and 
expressly  covenant  and  bind  ourselves  in  manner  and  form 
following,  viz.  Wc  do  give  up  ourselves  to  God,  whoso 
name  alone  is  Jehovah,  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost.  To 
God  tlie  Father,  as  our  chief  and  only  good:*  and  unto  our 

■*  It  would  seem  from  his  words,  that  ho  did  not  consider  Jesus  Christ  equal 
with  the  Father,  nor  the  Holy  Spirit  any  thiu  j  distinct  from  God's  influence. 


Lord  Jesus  Clirist,  as  our  prophet,  priest,  nr.d  kins:,  and  on- 
ly Mc»iiatorof  the  covenant  of  sjrace  ;  and  unto  the  Spirit 
of  God,  as  our  only  sanctifier  and  comforter.  iVnd  we  do 
.ejive  up  ourselves  one  unto  another  in  the  Lord,  cavenanti!i,i^ 
and  proniisin.q  to  walk  to,G:et!ier  as  a  church  of  Clirist,  in 
all  ways  of  his  own  institution,  accordinj^  to  t!ie  prescriptions 
of  his  holy  word,  prouiisinc;  that  witli  all  tenderness  aud 
brntfioi'ly  love,  we  will  with  all  faithfulness,  watch  over  each 
other's  souls,  and  that  wc  will  fr  eely  yield  up  ourselves  to 
the  discipline  and  power  of  Chi'ist  in  his  church,  and  attend 
whatever  ordinances  Christ  hath  a]>pointed  a!\d  declared  in 
his  word  ;  and  wlierein  we  fail,  and  cunse  shiut  of  duty,  to 
Avait  upon  him  for  pardon  and  remission,  heseechinc;  him  to 
make  our  s})irits  steadfast  in  his  covenant,  and  to  ov. !!  us  as 
his  church  and  covenant  peo])]e  forever.  Ameu."  'I'his  was 
suhscribed  by  Neliemiah  Jlobart,  Jolni  OiTutt,  Steplieu 
Stoddard,  Thomas  James,  John  Jacob,  Ebenezer  Kent,  Jo- 
seph Bates,  ami  Elijah  Vinnl  jun.  Soon  after,  followed  the 
names  of  eighteen  other  persons,  who  were  admitted  totlseir 
communion. 

In  the  call  and  settlement  of  Mr.  IIo])art,  there  seems  to 
liave  been  a  ])erfect  ai^'reement  of  the  wIkjIc  society.  Tfjere 
is  no  account,  either  from  record  or  traditi(sn,  of  opposition 
by  any  one.  And  this  harmony  a[)pea!  S  to  have  continued 
during'  the  iiineteen  years  of  his  ministry.  In  him  was 
found  an  excellent  sj)irit.  Ilis  character,  wliich  J  early  ob- 
tained from  aged  persons,  wiio  knew  it,  and  from  soujc  of 
his  writings  which  f  possess,  appears  to  have  been  that  of  a 
truly  devout,  etiliglstencd,  and  liberal  divine,  lie  had  tal- 
ents as  a  ])reacher,  and  vii'tues  as  a  christian,  which  would 
have  rendered  him  instructive  and  acceptable,  in  a  learned 
«rjid  more  numerous  society.  His  worth  was  not  much 
known  abroad,  but  was  justly  and  highly  appreciated  by  his 
early  iustrncter.  neighbour,  and  constant  friend,  the  excel- 
lent Gay.  Whatever  l)e  a  preacher's  talents  and  worth,  his 
reputation  will  depend  much  on  the  celebrity  of  the  situation 
in  which  lie  is  ])laced,  and  of  the  chai-actej's  with  whom  lie 
is  connected.  The  celebrated  Cotton,  iMathers,  and  IM ay- 
hews  were,  it  is  believed,  great  and  good  ;  but  they  were 
spurred  by  the  hope  of  fame,  as  well  as  the  love  of  God  and 
their  fellow-men.  Placed  in  a  jiopuhujs  and  distinguished 
tovvu,  they  wci-c  connected  with  men  eminent  in  the  literary 
find  p(ditical  world,  who  assisted  to  spread  their  fame.  Co- 
nohasset,  far  in  the  bay,  had  little  connection  with  societies, 
or  men,  who  had  made  much  advancement  in  letters  and 
taste.  It  was  seldom  \  isited  by  strangers  ;  and  its  inhabit- 
ants, though  respectable  for  their  natural  poweis  ami  cln-is- 
tian  virtues,  had  neither  leisure  nor  means  to  record  ami 
publish  their  preachci'*s  worth. 
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The  Rev.  Noliemiah  Hobart  was  born  in  the  first  ])arisb  of 
Hingbairi,  aiifi  wastlie  son  of  David  Hobart  Esq.  and  i^raiid- 
son  of  Rev.  Peter  Hobart  of  that  town.  He  was  .erraduated 
at  Harvard  College  iii  the  year  1714.  He  died  in  1740*  ii) 
the  43  year  of  his  aj^e.  As  he  had  lived  beloved,  he  died 
jniich  lamented  by  the  peojile  of  his  rhare^c.  He  sleeps  in 
the  rentre  buryini^  .i^roiJSHl,  and  has  a  decent  stone  to  tell 
where  he  lies.  He  was  twice  niai-ried,  havin.s^  seven  chil- 
dren by  his  first  wife,  and  none  by  his  last.  Three  of  his 
children  he  buried  in  their  infancy,  and  left  one  son  and 
three  dau,e;hters.  These  all  contirnied  to  a  good  old  age, 
respectable  for  their  understandings,  and  cliristian  habits. 
The  son  moved  to  Connecticut,  two  of  his  daughters  married 
in  Cohasset,  as^d  one  still  survives,  at  the  age  of  87,  and  is 
%vife  of  the  veneralsle  Deacon  Kt-nt.  now  in  his  9':2»i  year. 
During  Mr.  Hobart's  ministry,  77  persons  were  admitted  to 
the  clun-ch,  277  children  and  27  adults  were  baptized,  and  80 
conj)les  were  nuited  in  n>arriage.  The  number  of  deaths 
were  116:  70  of  tliis  nuujber  were  chilc'.ren  under  8  years  of 
age,  50  of  whom  died  of  an  ijiflammatf.ry  sore  throat. 

The  fii'st  deacon  was  John  Jacob,  a  man  wh(>se  memory 
ought  to  be  dear  to  tho  cfsurch  aiul  society.  He  was  the 
society's  agent  in  ])rocuring  their  parochial  privileges.  The 
husband  of  one  wife,  a  wortijy  woman;  without  children; 
witlu  a  benevolent  p-»ind  and  crjnsidei'able  property,  he  seem- 
ed to  adopt  the  society  as  bis  ]>articular  charge.  He  p<>sses- 
sed  their  confidence,  and  used  it  in  all  I'cspects,  for  their  l)cn- 
cfit.  His  care  for  his  own  s])i!'itual  impiovement,  and  for 
ibc  reputation  of  the  church,  w<ts  manifestec!  b_v  his  constant 
attention  to  public  worshi})  and  the  sacred  ordinances  of  re- 
ligion, and  by  a  handsome  donation  of  plate,  which  he  made 
to  the  tabic  of  cmnmunion.  1  received  his  character  from 
the  late  Thomas  Loiiirop  Esq.  whom  the  deacon  educated  and 
made  his  principal  heir ;  and  into  whose  mind,  naturally 
strong,  he  early  instilled  that  Invc  of  religion,  knowledge, 
and  usefulness,  whic  h  under  God,  qualified  this  nephew,  to 
discharge  acceptably,  in  mature  years,  the  duties  of  every 
im})ortant  office  in  tlie  gift  of  the  town,  and  to  be  long  known 
and  resj)ecte(i  as  a  legislator  and  magistrate  of  tl»is  Com- 
monwealth.   The  memory  of  liie  just  is  blessed. 

The  second  deacon  was  Jose})!i  Bates,  a  nuinof  some  dis- 
tinction, fr(jm  his  piety  and  useful  acquirements.  He  was, 
the  first  'I'reasuier  and  Clerk  of  the  society.  I'he  third 
deacon  was  Lazarus  lieai,  a  devout  man,  and  of  good  re})ort 
among  all  who  knew  him.  He  coinmanded  his  children  and 
household  after  liim,  that  they  should  keep  the  way  of  the 
Lord,  The  two  deacons,  who  now  orilciate  in  the  church, 
are  his  grandsons. 
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The  early  condition  of  the  society  here  was,  in  some  re- 
spects, preferable  to  that  of  the  settlers  in  many  other  new 
places.  T])cy  were  s^enerally  well  inured  to  the  climatf ,  hav- 
in!^  been  born  in  liin2;ljajn,  or  some  place  in  New  Enj^land. 
Most  of  them,  cither  from  patrimony  or  industry,  possessed 
a  competeiit  property,  witii  which  to  beg-in  their  improve- 
ments, without  the  fear  of  immediate  want.    Looking  a-bove 
the  loi^-house,*  they  framed  tlieir  houses  of  Isewn  timber, 
and  covered  them  decently,  makini^  them  .generally  two  sto- 
ries in  heif';ht.    The  house  of  their  pastor,  now  in  its  hun- 
dredth year,  built  of  the  firmest  {;ak,  is  a  large  and  still  a 
liandsome,  valuable  house  ;   aiid  with  proper  care,  may  re- 
main so,  it  is  thought,  a  century  to  come.    The  wild  men 
and  beasts  of  prey,  had  generally  retired  from  their  prom- 
ontory.   The  inhabitants  early  built  vessels  and  convenient 
landing  places,  by  which  they  availed  tliemselves  of  the 
treasures  of  the  sea.  and  profitably  ti'ansjiorted  to  market, 
in  the  metropolis,  their  redundancy  of  wood.    Having  roads 
barely  passible,  and  leading  througli  their  own  to  no  ph;ce 
but  the  bay,  they  were  little  connected  with  elder  societies. 
This  led  tiicm  to  draw  nn)re  closely  the  bainls  of  tljeir  own. 
Their  marriages  were  generally  among  themselves  ;  so  that 
a  large  portion  of  tlje  members  bccaine  cor»nected  by  blood  ; 
and  continue  so,  in  an  uncommon  degi'ec,  to  the  present  day. 
Truly  neigliliour-s  to  each  oilier,  they  had  innocent  social  en- 
joyments.   Places  of  temptation  to  excess,  were  then  un- 
known, as  places  of  common  resort.    After  the  labours  of 
the  day,  unceremonious  visits  were  fre(|uently  made  at  each 
others  houses,  wlicrc  they  would  talk  of  the  good  providence 
of  God  to  New  England,  the  ways  of  promoting  the  wel- 
fare of  their  church  and  society,  and  make  comtnon  stock  of 
useful  or  entertaiiiing  anecdotes,  which  any  one  had  acquir- 
ed.   Having  the  bountiful  cow,  and  the  bees  tamed  from 
the  forest,  tlieir  dwellijigs  flowed  with  n)ilk  and  honey;  and 
they  could,  with  the  *  broiled  fish  arid  a  little  honey-comb,' 
with  other  materials,  whicli  the  house  afforded,  furnish  a  so- 
cial repast,  far  more  friendly  to  Isealtlu  virtue,  and  cheerful- 
ness, than  can  be  found  in  all  the  luxuries  which  load  the 
most  fashionable  boards  of  modern  conviviality.  Speaking 
of  the  eai  ly  state  of  sijciety  here,  it  was  remarked  to  me  by 
an  aged  member — •*  They  liad  every  thing  that  heart  could 
wish.'' 

Feeling  that  j)ublic  worship,  witli  attention  to  christian 
ordinances,  was  necessai-y,  no  less  to  their  social  prosperity, 
than  their  spiritual  improvement  and  comfort,  the  church 
and  society  lost  no  time,  after  the  death  of  Mr.  ilobart,  be- 
fore they  took  measures  suitable  to  iill  his  place  with  anoth- 

*  A  Iog-hou«e  v  as,  1  believe,  never  built  in  ConpLasict. 
2  '  ' 
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er  well  educated  and  resy)ectable  pastor.  'Iliey  employed 
candidates  of  .e:ood  character  ;  but  they  did  not  immediately 
find  one  in  whom  they  could  unite.  They  iicard  a  Mr.  Ad- 
ams, Hancock,  Gay,  and  four  others,  before  they  p;ave  their 
call  to  Mr.  J(din  Fowle,  who  became  their  second  pastor. 
In  regard  to  him,  indeed,  they  were  not  of  one  mind.  To 
hear  many  candidates  is  not  well  in  any  parish.  It  tends 
to  division.  They  should  learn  well  the  character  and  qual- 
ifications of  a  preaclier  before  they  employ  him,  and  then 
hear  with  a  view  to  approve  and  ordain.  The  opp()sers  of 
Mr.  Fowle,  however,  after  some  time,  aj)pear  to  have  con- 
sented to  his  ordination,  which  took  place  December  31,  1741. 
On  that  (occasion,  Kcv.  William  Smith  of  Weymouth  bcu:an 
with  prayer  ;  Kev.  Hull  Abbot  of  Charlestown  preached  y 
Kcv.  Nathaniel  Eciles  of  Scituate  gave  the  charge  ;  Rev. 
Ebcnczcr  Gay  of  Hingham  gave  the  right  hand  of  fellow- 
ship. 

•  After  his  ordination  the  Kev.  J(din  Fowle  wrote  in  the 
church  records,  the  following  observations.  As  for  re- 
marks, reflections,  and  expostulations  with  my  own  soul,  up- 
on this  most  solemn  occasion,  by  God's  leave,  shall  enter  in 
my  new  pr  ivate  journal,  the  next  week,  having  left  the  same 
in  Boston  ;  and  shall  only  add,  that  the  providence  of  God 
was  very  wonderful,  as  to  some  matters  of  difference  among 
the  people,  al)ot5t  niy  ordination,  which  were  made  up  and 
settled,  and  which,  that  I  may  not  forget  to  my  dying  day,  as 
I  can  but  hope  for  my  benefit  while  alive  and  in  possession 
of  my  reason,  shall  in  said  jourtral  note  down,  &c.  Lord  Je- 
sus pray  the  Father  that  my  faith  fail  not.  ^Vmen  and  Amen. 
For  who  is  suflicient  for  these  thir.gs.'' 

From  this  fragment  it  would  seem  that  Mr.  F^wle  felt  a 
deep  sense  of  responsibility  in  his  office.  He  was  allowed, 
by  good  judges  to  be  a  man  of  considerable  genius,  and 
handsome  acfjuirements  ;  and  for  two  or  three  years  was  a 
popular  preacher.  But  he  was  doomed  to  have  a  thorn  in 
thefleslj,  a  most  irritable  nervous  temperament,  which  ren- 
dered him  unequal  in  his  performances,  and  at  times,  quite 
peevish  and  irregular.  His  infirnjity  increasing,  increased 
the  !iumber  of  his  opposers,  till  it  caused  the  dissolution  of 
his  pastoral  relation  in  the  tifth  year  of  his  ministry.  I  do 
not  learn  that  any  immoralities  were  charged  upon  him  ;  but 
that  he  had  too  little  self  possession,  to  be  useful  in  the  pas- 
toral office.  His  failure  should  be  attributed  rather  to  piiy- 
sical,  than  moral  defect,  rendering  him  not  an  object  of  re- 
proach, but  of  commiseration. 

While  herCy  he  married  a  wife,  and  had  two  children.  He 
recorded  the  names  of  12  persons  wliom  he  admitted  to  the 
church,  of  60  children  whom  he  baptized,  and  x!2  couples  w  hom 


lie  united  in  marriasre.  He  was  born  in  Cliarlestown,  near 
Boston,  and  was  e:!aduated  at  Harvard  College,  in  the  year 
1732.  After  his  dismission  he  returned  with  his  family  to 
the  place  of  his  nativity,  where,  it  is  expected,  the  disorder  of 
his  mind  increased  so  much  as  to  incapacitate  him  for  useful- 
ness to  society.  But  the  manner  of  his  life  towards  tlie 
close,  and  the  time  of  his  death,  I  have  not  been  able  to 
learn.  How  grateful  to  God  should  all  he,  who  are  favoured 
with  what  ancient  phih>sophy  considered  the  greatest  bless- 
ings of  life — ^a  sound  mind  in  a  sound  body. 

1  have  now,  my  hearers,  delivered  to  you  nearly  the  one 
half  of  my  history.  The  remaining  part  I  will,  by  divine 
permission,  present  to  you  in  the  afternoon. 


DISCOURSE  II. 


E  proceeded  in  tlie  morning,  through  the  history  of  Mr. 
Fowle's  ministry.  At  this  period,  the  numbers  and  wealth 
of  the  church  and  society  had  increased  so  much,  that  they 
found  their  fu  st  house  of  worship  too  small  for  their  accom- 
modation, and  felt  tliemselvcs  able  to  build  another, 
more  commodious  as  to  its  size,  and  more  expensive  and  re- 
spectable as  to  its  appearance.  Accordingly,  I  find,  by  the 
parisli  records,  they  commenced  the  work  near  the  time  of 
Mr.  Fowle's  dismission,  and  in  the  course  of  the  ensuing 
year,  erected  the  house*  in  which  we  are  now  assembled. 
This  house  covers  an  area  of  GO  feet,  by  45.  On  the  north- 
erly end  of  the  roof,  was  a  belfrey.  Two  flights  of  stairs, 
leading  to  the  galleries,  were  placed  on  the  inside  of  the 
house.  The  large  front  porch,  into  which  the  stairs  have 
been  removed,  and  the  steeple  in  w  hich  the  bell  now  hangs, 
have  been  since  erected. 

The  disappointment  of  the  church  and  society  in  Mr. 
Fowie,  seems  not  to  have  lessened  tlicir  attachment  to  the 
christian  religion,  nor  to  the  benefits,  to  be  derived  from 

*  The  cost,  according  to  the  Society's  Treas.  was  £1522, 193. 9d. 
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christian  teachers.  While  en2;aj^e(l  in  buildinc^  their  new 
liousoj  they  ein])loye(l  candidates  of  a^ood  character  with  a 
view  to  unite  in  one,  who  rni,i^ht  rcj^ularly  feed  tlieni  with 
knowlc{le:e,  and  break  unto  the!n  the  bread  of  life. 
Anion^^^them  was  a  I>awrence,Torrey,  jMayhew.  and  Brown  ; 
to  the  last  of  wljom  they  irave  their  united  call^  to  liecoine 
their  ]>a.stor.  Be  accepted  their  call,  and  on  Se])teniber  2, 
1747,  before  their  new  house  waf>;  quite  completed,  was  or- 
dained to  the  ])asto!'al  ofllce.  The  services  on  that  oc<-asion 
wei-e — Introductory  };rayer  by  Kev.  Vi'illiam  Smith  of  Wey- 
mouth :  Sei-mon  by  I!ev.  Ward  Cotton,  text,  ««  make  full 
prtujf  of  thy  rcinistiy  Char2:e  by  llev.  Nathaniel  Eelles  : 
Ki^ht  Hand  of  Fellowsliip  by  l?ev.  .Tosiah  Cotton  :  conclu- 
ding: ])rayer  by  Rev.  Shearjashub  Bourn  of  Scituatc. 

I'lie  talents  of  the  Rev.  John  Brown  were  considerabl}' 
more  tlian  ordinary.  In  a  stately  person  lie  possessed  a  mind 
"Whose  ]>ercer.tions  were  quick  and  clear,  and  his  scntiuienls 
were  c,cnerally  the  result  of  just  reOection.  His  voice  was 
loud  and  sniooth.  He  thouji^ht  for  himself ;  and  when  he  had 
foriited  his  ojiinions?  he  uttered  them  with  fearless  freedom. 
The  son  of  a  respcctabic  divine, f  he  was  early  well  grour.ded 
in  the  rudimcuts  of  literature.  Acquainted,  from  a  child, 
^y\ih  the  Holy  Scriptures,  from  them  he  formed  his  religious 
cpiuions.  He  believed  tlie  Son  of  God  when  he  said — ^*'l  he 
Father  is  g-reater  than  1  and  alt!iou,G,h  he  believed  that 
mankind  was  sinful,  yet  he  did  not  attribute  their  sins  to  his 
immediate  act,  who  is  the  Author  of  all  good.  Ills  sermons, 
a  number  of  which  1  possess,  arc  fraught  with  strikinj^ 
thouj:^l}ts,  sug£?estcd  hy  his  subjects  :  and  presejited  in  sucii 
a  style,  as  would  render  them  acceptable  and  impressive  even 
to  njodern  hearers.  Till  advanced  in  life,  be  was  fond  of 
social  intercourse,  ar.d  was  able  always  to  nrake  society  in- 
nocently cheerful.  He  would  someliuics,  it  is  said,  descend 
to  that  jestiuj!^,  which  an  Apostle  has  told  us,  is  not  conven- 
ient. He  was  never  pi-one  to  labour  much  with  his  hands, 
iioi-  to  intense  application  of  mind,  in  absti'use  subjects. 

A  warm  friend  to  the  interests  of  liis  country,  he  zealously 
advocated  its  civil  and  rr-ligious  ffcedom.  By  a})pointment 
of  p;overnment,  be  served  one  campai,2;n  as  chaplain  to  a  co- 
lonial regiment,  at  Nova  Scotia,  and  for  his  acceptable  ser- 
vice  a  ti  act  of  land,  now  Liverpool,  in  that  province,  was 
granted  to  him  by  the  crown.    Taking-  a  lively  interest  in 

*  It  is  said  there  v/as  one  opposcr  only,  whom  Mr.  Brown  recojiciled 
by  a  stioko  of  good  humour.  Calling:  to  sec  the  opposer,  he  ciuiuirtd  the 
catise  of  opposition.  1  like  your  per-:on  and  manners,  said  the  opposer,  but 
your  preachin^,  sir,  I  disapprove.  TJicn,  said  iMr.  Brown,  wc  are  aurced. 
My  pleaching-  I  do  not  like  very  well  myself;  but  how  gfreat  the  folly  for 
you  and  I  to  set  up  our  Ojiinion  against  that  of  the  whole  parish.  Ttfc^oppo- 
stT  felt,  or  thought  he  felt,  the  folly— and  was  no  longer  opposed. 

t  Rev.  John  Brown  of  Haverhill. 


the  American  revolution,  lie  encouraged,  by  example  and 
preachirij^,  his  fellow-citizens,  at  home  and  abroad,  patiently 
to  make  those  sacrifices  which  were  demanded  by  the 
times  ;  predictinc;  at  the  same  time,  with  the  foresis^ht  of  a 
prophet,  the  present  unrivalled  prosperity  of  his  country.*^ 
Although  he  zealously  advocated  tlie  cause  of  freedom,  he 
considered  the  aj)propi-iate  duties  of  his  sacred  ofhce,  para- 
mount to  all  olliers.  He  was  constant  and  careful,  till  pre- 
vented by  the  infirmities  of  age,  in  his  preparations  for  the 
Lord*s  day,  and  regular  and  acceptable  in  the  discharge  of 
parochial  duties.  During  his  long  ministry,  the  ])CopIe  of 
Lis  charge  were  generally  attentive  to  his  instructions  in  tlic 
liouse  of  God,  and  profited  by  his  administratioii  of  the  or- 
dinances. He  inhei'ited  a  firm  constitution  ;  and  although 
within  a  few  years  of  his  death,  he  v,'as  much  enfeebled, 
from  want  ot  exercise  in  tiic  open  air,  he  still  contiiiued  to 
preach,  with  diminished  effect,  until  the  last  sabbath  of  his 
life,  ile  died  in  the  67tli  year  of  his  age,  and  45th  of  his 
ministry,  ile  sleeps  with  the  first  pastor  in  the  centre  burial 
gi'ound.  Totliose  who  knew  his  worth,  his  memory  is  pre- 
cious. While  here,  he  buried  two  wives  ,  and  two  cliildren, 
and  left  a  widow  and  otic  son.  The  name  of  his  iirst  wife 
was  Jane  Doane,  that  of  his  second  ilepziltah  Au»cs. 

He  recorded  the  names  of  i  30  persons  wliom  he  admitted 
to  the  church,  of  221  children  and  i25  adults  whom  he  bap- 
tized, and  225  couples  whom  ise  united  in  marriage.  Of 
deaths  1  find  no  record. 

The  per'ions  elected,  daring  his  ministry,  to  the  honour- 
able office  of  deacon,  were  Jonathan  Beal,  Isaac  Lincoln  Sd, 
Amos  Joy,  Abel  Kent,  Isaac  Burr,  aiid  Job  Gushing,  xili 
these,  except  oric,  have  been  i-cleased  by  reason  of  death  or 
age,  from  their  official  duties,  and  with  the  thanks  of  the 
church  for  their  faithful  services.  Deacon  Kent  and  his 
wife,  still  survive,  full  of  days,  and  of  good  fruits,  having 
long  been  of  that  class  to  whom  tlic  hoary  head  is  a  crown 
of  glory. 

Altiiough  the  society,  during  Mr.  Brown's  ministry,  made 
some  accession  to  their  numlicrs.  they  made  little  improve- 
ment in  their  modes  of  agriculture,  building,  or  education. 
Living  so  near  the  sea,  no  small  portion  of  them  thought  it 
easier  to  plough  the  deep  for  bread,  than  to  plough  their 
rugged  soil.  Many  engaged  in  the  iisheries  and  in  foreign 
voyages.  And  both  in  the  French  war,  and  that  of  the  Rev- 
olution, being  more  exposed  to  enemies  on  the  seas,  than  in 

*  See  his  excellent  sermon  in  manuscript,  deliveied  to  a  company  of  Nev/ 
Englaml  soldiers,  under  tiie  wide  sprccidin*;  Elm  in  Minjrham  He  publish- 
ed a  Thanksaiving"  discourse,  in  the  year  of  the  massacre  at  Boston,  in 
which  that  event  is  ably  discussed.  He  published  also  a  discourse  from 
Jeremiah  ^vii.  9.  in  vhicli  an  in^'cnious  comment  is  given  upoa  the  words — 
"  The  heart  is  deceitful  above  all  thing-s"  fccc. 
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most  otlior  placps,  a  p;reatcr  proportion  of  their  yoiiii!^  ineu, 
hero«  tl>au  elscwlicre,  bore  arms  in  (Icfence  of  their  country. 

When  the  approarhins;  difficulties,  between  the  American 
coh-nies  and  Great  Britain,  caused  frequent  town  nieetin.i^s, 
and  the  society  here  found  it  bui  densome  to  transact  their  civ- 
il concerns  with  ilin^^harn  ;  feeling  at  the  same  time  adequate 
to  perform  their  own  business  among;  themselves,  they  made 
application  to  the  j^overnment,  to  be  separated  from  the  juris- 
diction of  that  town,  and  to  be  incorporated  as  a  town,  by 
the  name  of  Cohasset.  Accordin.^^ly,  in  1770.  they  became  a 
town,  with  all  tiie  powers  and  privileges  appertaining  to  such 
corporations.  Since  that  event,  tlie  afTairs  of  the  town  have 
been  managed  with  a  good  degree  of  harjuony  and  regiilar- 
ity.  Tlie  revolutionary  war,  however,  greatly  embarrassed 
them,  as  it  did  the  v.  hole  country.  But  small  imjirovements 
were  made,  until  after  the  establishment  of  the  federal  gov- 
ernment. Since  tlien  their  improvements  have  been  as  great 
as  tiiosc  of  most  towns  of  their  age  and  size. 

After  the  death  of  Mr.  Brown,  the  cluirch  and  society  im- 
mediately directed  their  attention  to  that  provision  for  re- 
ligious instruction,  with  the  administration  of  the  ordinan- 
ces, witliout  wiiich  no  society  will  long  experience  social  or- 
der and  prosperity.  They  were  supplied  six  sabbaths?  by  the 
pall  bearers,  at  tlie  fm^eral  of  their  iate  pastor,  and  then  em- 
ployed Mr.  Josiah  C.  Shaw,  as  their  first  candidate.  With 
him  the  society  were  generally  pleased,  and  soon  united  in 
giving  him  a  call  to  settle  with  tliem  in  the  ministry.  He 
accepted  their  call,  and  was  ordained  October  3,  1793.  On 
that  occasion,  Kev.  Elijah  Leonard  of  Marshficld^  began 
with  prayer:  Rev,  William  Shaw  of  that  town  preached  : 
llev,  Simeon  Williams  of  Weynioutli  made  the  consecrating 
prayer:  Rev.  John  Mellen  of  Hanover  gave  the  Charge  : 
Rn'.  Daniel  Shute,  D.l).  of  Hingham  gave  the  Right  Hand 
of  Fellowship:  Rev.  Henry  Ware  of  that  town  concluded 
with  prayer. 

The  Rev.  Josiah  C.  Shaw  was  a  native  of  Marshfield. 
His  ministry  was  commenced  with  fair  prospects  of  tran- 
quillity to  himseU*,  and  usefulness  to  his  flock;  but  was  ab- 
ruptly terminated  June  3,  179G.  The  church  and  society,  to 
their  great  hon<iur,  and  notwithstanding  the  unhappy  circum- 
stances in  which  they  were  placed,  soon  took  the  proper 
steps  to  supply  tiRMnselves  with  another  pastor.  After  hear- 
ing a  number  of  candidates,  well  recommended,  they  gave  a 
call,  without  opposition,  to  their  present  pastor.  With  a  de- 
liberation due  to  its  solemnity,  he  accepted  the  call ;  and  on 
Jan.  10th  1798,  was  ordained  to  the  pastoral  charge  of  the 
church  and  society  in  Cohasset. 

The  services  on  that  solemnity  were,— Introductory  prayer 
by  Rev.  Caleb  Prentiss  of  Rcadijig;  Sermon,  by  Kev. 
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jEliofeStone  of  that  town  :  Ordaininj^  prayer  by  Rev.  Daniel 
Shute,D.  D.  of  Ilingliam  :  Charge  by  Rev.  Gad  Hitclicirk, 
D.  D.  of  Pembroke  :  Right  Hand  of  Felh)\vslup  by  Rev. 
Henvy  Ware  of  Ilingham  :  Concluding  prayer  by  Rf*v. 
David  Barns,  D.  D.  of  Scituate.  Your  jiastor  was  born  in 
Reading,  north  Parish,  in  the  county  of  Middlesex,  and  was  • 
graduated  at  the  University  in  Cambridge  on  the  Com- 
mencement of  1794. 

I  have  been  with  you,  my  brethren,  twenty-four  years. 
How  I  have  preached  and  discharged  the  duties  of  my  sa- 
cred ollice,  and  how  you  have  heard,  and  with  what  fidelity 
you  have  improved,  ye  are  witnesses,  and  God  also,  who 
searches  the  licart-  and  will,  at  the  day,  vvliich  he  has  appoint- 
ed, impartially  award  us  accord iiig  to  the  fidelity  with  which 
we  have  applied  and  improved  the  talents  and  privileges 
committed  to  our  trust. 

Although  in  the  course  of  my  ministry  among  you,  I  have, 
doubtless,  been  chargeable  witii  many  imperfect  services 
and  unintentioT'.al  errors,  for  it  is  human  to  err,  yet  on  re- 
view I  am  not  conscious  of  a  single  moment,  when  I  have 
Fiot  felt  accouiitable  to  God  for  my  ministerial  fidelity^  and 
when  it  has  not  been  my  hearts'  desire,  to  promote,  by  my 
preaching,  ])i'ayer3,  and  example,  the  temporal  and  spiritual 
welfare  of  my  flock,  in  whose  respectability  and  interests  I 
have  felt  my  own  closely  interwoven.  And  wiiile  my  suc- 
cess, in  your  service  for  Christ's  sake,  lias  been  far  below 
my  wisfies,  I  have,  nevei-theless,  reason  to  believe,  that  the 
state  of  the  church  and  society,  in  regard  to  religious  know- 
ledge, atjd  the  influence  of  christiati  principles,  ijas  been 
somewhat  imjiroved.  We  have  had  no  ministerial  nor  eccle- 
siastical contention.* 

AIthou££h  your  pastor  may,  in  some  particulars,  have  rea- 
son of  complaint,  he  would  take  this  opportunity  of  acknow- 
ledging the  receipt,  from  the  society,  of  many  favours  and 
marks  of  respect,  for  which  he  has  always  been  truly  gratc- 

*  There  is  no  account  of  any  church  meeting-  for  censure  of  any  of  its 
membf>rs,  during  the  ministry  of  either  Mr.  Hobart  or  Mr.  Fowle.  In  Mr. 
Brown's  ministry  there  were  three  only  hoklen  for  the  purpose  of  hearing: 
ag'grieTed  brethren,  aj^ainst  otliers  who  had  ollendod.  At  each  meetin<r, 
charity  and  harmony  wf-re  restored,  by  professions  of  repentance  in  the  of- 
fending, and  forg'iveness  in  the  ag^a;^rieved.  There  never  ■was,  I  believe,  a 
member  excomn)unicated  from  the  churcii  in  Cohasset.  Since  luy  connex- 
ion with  it  tliere  has  been  no  meeting-  for  censure.  There  may  have  been, 
and  still  may  be,  members,  guilty  of  conduct  wiiich  demands  repentance  and 
reformation  }  but  from  observing  the  injurious  effects  of  ecclesiastical  censures, 
especially  excommunications  ;  from  the  destructive  boat,  which  has  hereby 
been  coinmimicated  to  the  passions,  set  on  fne,  not  of  heaven  ;  1  have  long 
thought  it  the  part  of  wisdom,  to  let  tlic  tares,  when  we  cannot  divest  them  of 
their  bad  properties  in  a  privats;  way,  grow  with  the  wiioat  till  the  harvcsr. 
Our  Lord,  though  he  reproved  ids  disciples  for  tlieir  faults,  never  expelled 
one  from  his  religious  school.  If  avo  have  enemies  in  tiie  church,  let  us  fol- 
low the  Apostle's  directions,  to  heap  coals  of  fire  on  thcii  heads.  It  may^  in- 
deed. bun>.  them,  but  it  will  be  salutary. 
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fiil'^.  In  seasons  of  severe  alllictionf  with  uJiicli  it  hath 
jsleascd  God  twice  to  visit  him,  he  rcceivetfthat  sympathy 
and  attention  from  the  society,  whicii  have  made  inripressions 
onl'.is  heart  too  deep  for  time  to  efface.  Gratitude  to  hen- 
efactors,  and  forj^iveness  to  enemies,  accord  vvithtlic  spirit  of 
Christ,  whose  spirit,  to  be  his,  \vc  must  all  posscs.s. 

Since  my  oi'dination  8"  persons  have  been  admitteil  to  the 
churclj,  78  liave  owned  the  covenant,  425  children  and  38 
adults  have  been  baptized,  and  120  coujjles  liavc  been  united 
in  marriage.    Tiiere  have  been  S56  deaths. 

Tiie  present  deacons  of  the  church  are  Abel  Kent,  Uriah 
Lincoln,  Tiiomas  BcMiJin,  and  David  Heal.  The  two  first, 
by  reasfjn  of  age,  have  been  relieved  fi-om  their  oiiicial  du- 
ties, with  the  unanimous  thanks  of  the  church  for  tbeir  able 
and  faithful  services.  Dea.  I^incoln  luis  recently  con- 
ferred a  lasiing  niemorial  of  his  ])ious  regard  io  the  table  of 
the  Lord,  by  a  donation  of  two  large,  well  wrought^ 
Silver  c!!ps.  it  is  due  to  the  deacons,  still  ofiiciating,  to  say, 
tbeyraagnify  their  office  by  their  discharge  of  its  duties. 

Vf'ithin  tlie  century  we  are  coi^sidering,  the  town  has  ed- 
ucated at  ('amijj'idge  UF)iverstty,  seven  of  its  sons.  Tnese 
are  all  still  liviiig,  except  one,  nan^ely,  Benjamin  Pratt  Esq. 
who  ditvil  in  1763.  lie  was  son  of  the  fi!*st  Aaron  I'ratt  of 
this  place ;  an(l  received  the  honours  of  College  in  1737. 
IHs  talents  were  of  tiie  first  order.  He  studied  the  profes- 
sion of  the  law  ;  and  after  highly  distinguisiiing  liimself  at 
the  courts  of  justice  in  this  Commonwealthj  w  asproniotcd 
to  tlie  bench,  as  chief  justice,  in  the  state  of  New-York. 
The  others  of  tliis  ]}lace,  wiio  have  been  gi'aduated  at  our 
University,  sustain  cliaracters  which  rehect  honour-on  the 
place  of  their  nativity,  and  on  this  eminently  distinguished 
seminary.  AlK  except  one,  who  is  providentially  dc})rived 
of  a  sound  mind,  are  now^  filiiiig,  or  preparing  to  hil,  stations 
in  which  they  may  be  useful  to  society  and  benefactors  to 
their  country.  Eleazcr  James,  in  the  county  of  Worcester, 
is  highly  rcs])ectablc  as  a  citizen  and  attorney  at  law" : 
Joshua  Bates,  S.T.D.  is  president  of  Middiebury  College  in 
the  State  of  Vermont:  Isaac  Lincoln  is  an  eminent  physi- 
cian in  the  State  of  Maine,  and  member  of  the  medical  soci- 
ety :  T.  Steplienson  and  J.  B.  Flint  are  now  engaged  in  the 
study  of  their  res])cctive  pi'ofessions. 

During  the  last  25  years, the  improvements  in  this  town, in 
education, building,  navigation,  roads,  and  bridges,  have  been 

*  Since  his  connexion  with  them  he  has  received  fronj  them  an  expensive 
gown  and  cassock,  and  afterwards  tiie  vnhie  of  a  handsome  suit  of  apparel. 
It  is  not  recollected  that  a  year  has  passed,  in  which  he  has  not  received  from 
individuals  some  presents  highly  valued  by  him,  as  tokens  of  afi'ection  in 
those  who  presented  them . 

t  On  occasion  x)f  the  death  of  a  wife  and  son. 
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laudable.  More  has  been  done  in  these  particulars,  it  is  be- 
lieved, than  was  done  in  twice  tliat  number  of  years  prece- 
ding. This  house  of  worship,  built  by  your  fatliers,  has  re- 
ceived iuiprovenients,  as  to  its  appearance  and  accommoda- 
tion.  Siiicc  my  connexion  \vit!i  the  society,  it  lias  been 
painted,  and  there  have  been  added  to  it  a  decent  steeple,  a 
number  of  pews,  and  the  dress  for  the  pulpit,  fiirnished  by 
the  ladies. ^=  Let  it  witness  an  im])rovement,  in  which  we 
are  all  more  deeply  interested — tlic  weekly  oiTerin,8;s  of 
spiritual  worship  by  all  the  members  of  the  society,  w  ho  are 
able  toconjc  up  hither  on  the  day  wliich  the  Lord  hath  made. 

Wit'ri  more  i^eneral  and  en^!gI^ten^t^  a.ttcntion  to  the  i!;reat 
subject  of  reli^rion,  that  firm  and  only  foundation  of  all  t'tat 
is  true  and  lovely  and  of  i^ooi]  report ;  w  ith  M  due  increase 
of  the  church,  by  the  addition  of  those,  whose  duty  it  is  to 
commeinorate  tlie  love  and  goodjiess  of  their  Saviour  ;  witii 
renewed  restraint  on  the  passions  and  appetites,  and  due  care 
and  culture  of  the  minds  and  manners  of  theyounq;,  few  so- 
cieties would  enjoy  more  than  yours,  of  "he  real  blessin2;s  of 
life,  or  be  more  eli^^ihle  in  which  to  spend  the  few  days  alh)t- 
ted  to  me«i  on  the  earth.  Those  only  who  are  travailing  the 
road  to  heaven  make  ii;{)od  and  happy  companions  in  the 
journey  of  life.  The  [>lace  of  our  habitation  is  pleasant  r<;r 
situation,  witli  many  advanta^'cs,  and  a  health  giving  atmos- 
phere. 

I  have  now  s])oken  to  you,  my  hearers,  as  I  intended,  of  tlic 
origin  of  oui-  ciiui'ch  and  society,  and  the  course  of  divine 
providence  witli  us,  in  relation  to  cliaractcr  and  improve- 
ments, through  the  period  of  a  hundred  years.  You  have 
seen  and  heard  this  day,  something  of  the  old  paths,  it  re- 
mains for  us  to  adopt  the  good  way,  and  walk  therein,  that 
we  may  find  rest  for  our  souls.  The  old  paths,  since  the 
time  of  Mv.  Ilobart,  have  in  some  respects  been  forsaken. 
In  his  time,  a  greater  number  in  proportion  to  the  members 
of  society  walked  in  t!»e  church,  in  covenant  with  God,  Je- 
sus Christ,  and  each  other,  than  has  been  the  jjractice  of  late 
times.  Under  no  pastor,  since  the  first,  has  the  incre?.se  of 
the  church  been  proportionate  to  the  inci-ease  of  the  society. 
AVhatever  be  the  dischai-gc  of  moral  duties,  there  can,  auiong 
christians,  be  no  well  founded  pk  a  for  neglect  of  tlie  atithor- 
ity  of  Jesus,  by  which  a  public  profession  of  faith  in  liim  is 
required,  and  commemoi"atio!i  of  his  benevolent  sacrifice  for 
the  welfare  of  men.  It  is.  therefore,  the  duty  and  interest  of 
the  society,  to  amend  their  conduct  in  this  particular,  that 
their  precious  privileges  may  not  be  without  avail  to  them  • 

*  Since  this  discourse  was  delivered,  the  house  has  received  s  ?tove,  suitable 
sufficiently  to  warm  it. 
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but  walkin,^  as  true  disciples,  they  may  Ijcreaftcr  find  tlicir 
names  written  in  the  Lr.mb'^  book  of  lilo. 

Rest,  is  that  for  which  t!ie  world  is  tuilinj^  and  panting. 
The  old  patlis  in  tijis  rhni  ch  and  society,  il  is  believed,  co]]- 
(lucted  \oar  fathers  to  it.  Tlieir  views  and  ])ractices,  in  re- 
i^-ard  to  rliristian  worsliip  and  ordinances,  with  your  increase 
of  Jii^lii  and  im])rovements,  in  the  means  and  style  of  living*, 
woidd  conduct  you  tliitlicr,  in  their  patlis,  made  far  sniooth.ep 
and  more  plf^asant. than  when  trojiden  by  them.  The  christian 
society,  formed  liere  one  century  a,i^o,  s^MJuld  be  considered 
by  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  town,  and  especially  by  tlie  de- 
scendants of  rite  iirst  setllci's,  as  tlie  parent,  under  God,  of 
"what  they  are,  possess,  and  rn  joy.  With  lively  filial  sensi- 
bility, to  its  temporal  and  .s'])iritual  intej-ests  and  respectabili- 
ty, they  should  seek  to  ^k)  it  good,  and  pray  for  tliose  wiio 
Avish  it  Vxell.  Consider  tiic  sensibility  of  your  Saviour,  to- 
ward his  bi'ethi'en  accordir.g  to  the  flesh.  In  view  of  the 
calamities  comitig  ou  thcns  and  their  capital,  where  was  tlie 
tcmj)ie  of  their  fnthei's  God,  in  consenuence  of  their 
depravity,  lie  beheld  the  city  and  wept  over  it.  0 
Jerusalem,  Jerusalem,  how  often,"  said  he,  would  I 
have  gathered  thy  cliiltlren  together,  even  as  a  hen  gat!i- 
creth  her  chickens  under  lier  wings,  and  ye  would  not." 
Matt,  xxiii.  37.  Similar  feelings  were  expressed  by  the 
Psalmist  toward  the  place  and  temjde  where  his  fathers 
and  kindred  dv»elt  and  worshipped.  *^  If  I  forget  tliee,  0  Je- 
rusalem, let  niy  right  haiiii  foi  get  her  cunning,  if  I  pre- 
fer not.>  Jerusalem  above  my  cliief  joy."  It  was  a  Ro- 
man sentiment,  dictated  by  ni)ble  feeling,  that  a  good  man 
v.ould  j'ossess  such  ])atriotism,  as  would  lead  him  to 
Consider  it  a  duty  and  honour,  even  to  die  for  his  C(uintry, 
But  the  distinct  community  whicli  gave  him  birtij,  where  his 
brethren  and  kindred  dwelt,  and  which  has  fostei'ed  him  and 
them,  and  his  hopes  of  immortal  joys,  lias,  it  would  seem, 
prior,  if  not  stronger  claims  on  his  iove,  prayers,  and  sacri- 
lices  for  its  prosperity.  And  any  one  wlio  could  indulge  in 
himself,  or  countenance  in  others,  a  condiict  tending  to  di- 
vi<le  and  degrade  the  little  commonwoalth — iiny  one  wiio 
rould  with  indiiTerence  forsake  the  house  and  table  of  tlic 
Lord,  built  by  his  fathers,  and  consecrated  by  their  prayers 
and  coramunions,  as  a  resting  place  for  themselves  and  de- 
scendants, on  their  way  to  heaven,  might  be  supposed  desti- 
tute of  ail  filial  piety  and  gratitude,  and  ready  to  violate 
without  remorse  the  first  comnrajid  with  i)romise. 

The  changes,  ravages,  and  imjiroveuKiuts  of  a  century,  as'c 
great  and  atfecting.  The  bounds  of  the  ])lace  we  irjhabit, 
were  fixed  a  hundred  yeais  ago,  but  w  here  are  the  hands 
that  fixed  them,  and  the  feet  that  then  trod  our  streets  and 
soil.    They,  with  their  bodies  have  long  since  crumbled  to 


dust,  and  their  spirits,  we  trust,  are  in  the  presence  and 
keepin.i^  of  tlieir  God  in  glory.  Tiie  greater  part  of  four 
gej^erations,  wlio  have  toiled  here,  and  mingled  tlieir  prayers 
for  themselves  and  us,  have  passed  off  to  their  account  in  the 
world  of  retrihution.  Those  of  the  society  who  were  old, 
Avhen  I  first  knew  it,  excepting  two,  have  finislied  their  work, 
and  gone  to  their  rest.  Another  class,  who,  twenty-four 
years  ago,  were  in  the  midst  of  life,  the  acting  guardiaiss  of 
the  community,  have  departed,  or  heconic  old,  hending  to- 
ward the  tomb,  with  its  blossoms  on  their  heads  ;  and  their 
children's  children  begin  to  appear,  and  become  active  on  the 
busy  stage  of  life.  Your  pastor,  at  that  period,  comparatively 
young,  has  seen  more  than  half  a  century,  and  been  longer 
in  the  ministry  than  any  of  his  predecessors,  except  one, 
having  sur\  i^  cd,  it  is  believed,  the  average  ministerial  life. 
Admouislicd,  tlicrel'ore,  by  the  lapse  of  years,  and  other  cir- 
cumstances, to  be  ready  to  give  an  account  of  his  steward- 
shi[),  he  solicits  the  help  of  your  prayers  and  profiting,  tirat 
he  may  finish  his  work  Vv  ith  joy.  Of  those  who  built  this 
house, in  whicli  most  of  you,  by  tlieir  faith  in  the  promises, 
Iiavc  been  dedicated  to  the  Lord,  tmt  one  is  able  this  day  to 
tread  its  sacred  courts,  and  but  one  survives.-  And  before 
the  years  of  anotljcr  century  shall  have  rolled  away,  we  and 
our  children,  with  many  of  our  children's  children,  sliall 
have  joined  the  great  congregation  of  the  dead  ;  and  poster- 
ity yet  unborji  shall  stand  in  our  places.  As  genei'ations 
arise  and  pass  off,  may  God  dispose  and  enable  the  risen,  to 
prepare  the  rising,  for  useful  and  lionourable  services  in  so- 
ciety, ar.d  for  ujitading  joys  in  his  kingdom,  of  whose  mild 
and  rigliteous  government  tiiere  siiall  be  no  end. 

The  clranges  and  improvements  eiTected  the  past  century, 
around  you,  in  tiiis  land  of  promise,  are  suited  to  excite 
gratitude  and  admiration.  See  this  Commonwealth  ami 
New  England,  a  hundred  years  ago,  poor  and  depeiident 
colonies,  with  a  few  scattered  {)lantatio!!S  in  a  vast  wildersiess, 
feeling  and  dreading  the  tomahawk  of  the  savage  !  now  ele- 
vated to  sovereign  states,  overspread  with  sj)lendid  towns 
and  villages,  adorned  with  tcmjdes  dedicated  to  religion  and 
science,  and  forming  the  best  part  of  a  ndghty,  independent 
nation;  its  soil  subdued  as  a  Iruitftd  field,  exchanging  pro- 
ductions witii  all  nations  of  the  earth  ;  and  its  iniiabitants^ 
witli  the  light  of  religicni  and  learning  beaming  upon  them, 
arc  permitted  to  sit  under  their  own  viwes  and  hg  trees,  hav- 
ing none  to  molest,  or  make  tliem  ai'raid. 

Let  the  mind,  for  a  moment,  survey  the  world.  What 
changes,  of  a  physical  and  political  nature,  and  what  an  in- 
crease of  intellectual  and  moral  light,  does  the  last  century 
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present  ?  Tlie  iiiiliioiis  of  human  beiiie;^,  pcoplinn:  tlic  whole 
earth,  have  been  swept  away,  aiul  their  phices  riHed  with  new 
•j^encrations.  o^ice.  and  attain.  He  who  balaiiros  nil  worlds  by 
iiis  power,  giving-  to  them  motion  and  laws,  by  terribly  shak- 
ing the  natiovis,  and  overturning  ])i'incipaliiies  and  domin- 
ions, depressing  the  migliiy,  and  strengthing  the  powerless, 
lias  hronglit  forward  on  tlie  stage  of  the  world,  actors,  with 
dispositions  and  powers  to  break  the  sceptres  of  tyranny,  in 
chnrch  ar-l  stale  ;  and  to  tem])er  human  governments  with 
a  salutary  portion  of  fi-eedom  and  benevolence.  IMany  fea- 
tures on  the  face  of  human  society,  wliich,  but  a  few  years 
since,  were  deformed  and  frowning,  have  been  made  to  give 
place  to  others  of  beautiful  and  benignant  expression. 

The  phiiosopliy  of  the  human  mind,  but  just  perceived  a 
century  ago,  has  been  developed,  and  its  sublime  powers 
clearly  arranged  ajid  illustrated.  Much  of  the  rubbish  of 
human  invention,  collected  by  igiiorance  or  guile  about  the 
lioly  scriptures^  obscuring  their  truth,  has  been  cleared  away, 
and  their  evidence  made  convincing,  so  that  tlieir  ligiit  more 
clearly  marks  ti»e  path  to  vit-tue  ajid  heaven  ;  and,  that  tliis 
divine  light  might  be  extended,  v.  ith  the  extent  of  the  earth, 
divine  providence  has  so  combined  and  dis])osed  the  piety, 
wisdom,  and  wealth  of  Christendom,  that  its  clicering  rays 
have  been  diffused  among  men  of  all  nations  and  languages, 
fj  om  the  rising  to  the  setting  sun.  By  the  discovery  and  a[)- 
plication  of  tlie  properties  and  laws  of  the  elemcr.ts  in  which 
all  creatures  subsist,  what  new  force  has  been  imparted  to 
the  powers  and  faculties  of  man  ?  Human  vision  has  been 
extended  to  immensely  distant,  and  to  men,  new  world?^, 
moving  in  the  iiihniiy  of  space;  electricity,  that  powerlul 
minister  of  life  and  death,  has  been  directed  in  its  course  ; 
and  by  the  ajiplication  of  steam,  numerous  machines  of  great 
power  and  utility,  have  been  bi  ought  into  use,  and  the  wa- 
ters of  the  world  are  navigated  without  wijnl  or  canvass. 
And  what  art  or  science  can  be  named,  that  has  not,  within 
the  hundred  years  ])ast,  been  advanced  in  utility  and 
perfection?    Ail  this  has  been,  and  yet  it  is  a  wise  enquiry, 

\Vhat  is  a  century  ?  lie  that  shtmld  have  lived  thi-ougli 
all,  and  look  on  the  v/orld  in  its  p.resent  state,  w«)uld  aluKjst 
feel  as  if  the  wliolc  had  been  e fleeted  in  a  moment,  by  the 
wand  of  enchantment : — the  tiiiie  has  fled  like  a  dream. 
What  then  will  time  be  to  tliosc,  w  ho  know,  as  \^e  do,  that 
\sc  liave  probaI»!y  but  a  small  pai-t  of  such  a  period  to  lixe  ! 
Oh, thai  we  might  leai'n  so  to  numiicr  our  days,  tliat  we  should 
apply  our  hearts  unto  wisdom 


*  Century  Discourse  by  Rev,  Henry  "Ware,  jun. 
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Finnlhj,  Viewinj^  yourselves,  my  bretlii  'cii,  but  as  a  con- 
tinuation and  enlare;crnent  of  the  christian  society, formed  here 
a  century  aj^o,your  first  reflection  sliould  be,  that  you  owe  to 
the  providence  of  God,  all  tlie  blessings  reiatini;  to  the  pres- 
ent and  the  future  life  which  have  attended  it  :  tliat  its  con- 
tinuance and  iniprovements  press  on  you  and  your  children, 
this  day,  irresistible  claims  for  lively  gratitude,  unfeigned 
repentance,  and  most  hearty  vows  of  obedience  to  your  fath- 
er's God  and  Redeemei".  Extending  your  views  forw  ard  a 
century  to  come,  when  you  and  I  shall  all  have  long  slept  with 
our  fathers,  consider  w^hat  this  town,  with  its  society  may 
then  be.  If  its  secular  and  religi<)us  prosperity  shall  duly 
advance,  this  house  of  God  shall  be  proportionably  in- 
creased in  size  and  be  fdled  w  ith  christian  worshippers  ;  and 
all,  of  mature  years,  wlio  woi-sliip  at  its  altar,  shall  w^orsliip 
also  at  the  tabic  of  tlsc  Lord.  Succeeding  genes'aiions  hav- 
ij!g  fulfilled  the  duties  of  their  day  of  probation,  shall  pass 
off,  to  join  their  fathers,  and  the  church  of  the  first  born,  in 
regions,  where  time  will  not  be  divided  into  ])eriods  by  re- 
volving woi'lds,  but  where  our  existence  and  joys  will  be 
commensurate  in  duration  with  God  their  Author,  Amen, 


GEOGRAPHICAL  SKETCH 


OF 

CoiiASSET,  a  post  io\\\],  in  the  county  of  Norfolk,  is  in 
extent,  from  north  to  south,  ^nbout  four  and  an  hiilf  miles  ;  and 
from  east  to  west,  about  fojir.  It  is  bounded  on  the  west,  by 
nin,i?;hani  and  Hull  :  on  the  north  and  north  cast,  by  Massa- 
chusetts Bay  :  and  on  tfic  south  east  and  south,  by  Scituate. 

SURFACE  AND  SOIL. 

The  part  next  to  the  sea,  a  few^  rods  above  h\tr,h  M'atcr 
mark,  aini  in  some  places  boundin.:^  the  wafer,  is  a  cluiin  of 
ro^^ky  hills  and  preci[)ices,  forminj^:  a  ranipai't  asrainst  the  in- 
vadin£^  w  aves,  almost  from  one  end  of  tiic  town  to  the  other. 
This  chain  is  in  some  places  broken,  leavini:^  sj)aces  for  a  few 
small  sti'eams  to  run  into  the  sea;  and  the  sea,  fiowint^  at 
flood  tide,  into  their  mouths,  covers  the  lowlands,  forming  a 
number  of  salt  marshes. 

The  niost  northerly  di\  isinn,  ahouta  mile  in  width,  includ- 
ine;the  part  ah-eady  described,  alsounds  w  ith  rocks  and  Idlls, 
Little  of  it  is  suita!)le  for  tiil.';:^e,  some  ])arts  arc  covered 
with  wood,  oak,  walnut,  and  upland  cedar.  A  considerable 
part  of  it,  however,  furnishes  good  pasturage. 

A  second  division,  about  one  mile  in  widtli,  including  tlic 
common,  on  which  stands  tlic  meetiiig  hoJisc,  furrsishcs  an 
excellent  soil  ;  and  exce[»t  SfUiic  places,  ratficr  too  rocky,  is 
well  ada])ted  to  al!  the  ]):irposcs  of  agricuhnre.  It  is  a  deep, 
black  soil,  sparingly  interniingled  with  gi-avel.  Tlie  com- 
mon is  a  pleasaiit  [)lain  of  about  ten  acres,  dressed,  in  the 
season  of  vegetation,  v.  itli  a  garment  of  deep  verdure,  in 
the  south  easterly  ])art,  near  the  meeting  house,  is  a  hand- 
some little  pond  of  fresh  water,  about  eight  rods  iis  diam- 
eter, round  as  a  basin,  and  never  dry.  Tiirough  this  divis- 
ion,runs  the  |>rincipal  I'oad,  leading  li-ofn  liingJsam  to  Scituate. 

On  the  soutli  west  part  of  this  divisi(n).  is  a  fine  swell  of 
land  and  moderate  hiils,  extending  the  whole  length  of  the 
town.  Its  soil  may  be  classed  itli  ttsat  of  the  first  quality  ; 
producing  grass,  corn,  gi*ain,  and  vegetables  in  great  abun- 
dance. Altlioiigli  it  has  yielded  its  increase  for  a  hundred  years, 
its  strength  still  remains.  The  hills  ai'c  no  w  here  so  steep, 
as  to  prevent  the  ])lough  runnijig  to  their  summits.  On  the 
south  side  of  this  swell,  is  a  fresh  pond  of  ninety  acres, 
abounding  with  pike  aria  other  fish,  common  to  i'resh  w  ater. 
A  third  division  for  a  mile  in  wiiith,  is  wood  land,  yielding 
walnut,  beach,  oak,  maple,  and  pitie,  and  is  so  loaded  in 
niaiiy  parts,  witii  })ondero'is  rocks,  as  forever  to  bahlc  the 
hand  of  culture.  A  fourth  division,  in  widtii  about  a  mile, 
extending  to  Scituate  line,  consists  partly  of  soil  similar  to 
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tliat  of  the.  second  division,  and  partly  of  a  lii;^]it  soil  of  easy 
tillaj^c.  Throu£;h  this  division  runs  the  bcachwood  street, 
and  tliroua^h  a  part  of  it,  ilowsthe  principal  stream  in  Co- 
liasset,  v.'hich  is  respectable  enouj^ii  to  be  called  a  river  ;  but 
in  Hutchinson's  history  of  New  England,  is  called  Conoiias- 
set  rivulet,  formin;;:;,  anciently,  tlie  boundary  line  between 
Plymouth  and  Massachusetts  colonies. 

AGRICULTUKE  AND  PRODUCE. 
A  considerable  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  tovvn, 
from  their  situation, depend  more  on  navigation,  for  their  suj)- 
port  and  wealth, than  on  agriculture.  There  are  aconsiderable 
number,  however, bred  to  husbandry  ;  a  number  of  persons 
also  engaged  in  other  business,  have  large  and  well  cultivated 
farms,  and  almost  every  liousehoklcr  possesses  a  portion  of 
land, which  he  cultivates.  In  the  town,t]icre  arc.dcducting  for 
roads  and  vvoter,  5633  acres  ;  141  of  which  are  tilLige,  pro- 
ducing on  an  average,  2822  bushels  of  corn,  457  bushels  of 
rye,  and  223  bushels  of  barley.  Of  upland  mowing  ground, 
there  are  466  acres,  producing  545  tons  of  English  hay  ;  of 
fiTsh  meadow,  tljcre  arc  301  acres,  producing  211  to!is  of 
fresli  hay  ;  of  salt  marsh,t]iere  are  62  acres,  producing  32  tons 
of  salt  hay.  The  ])asturagc  2562  acres,  is  peculiarly  sweet  * 
atid  nourishing,  enabling  the  farmers  to  raise  and  tatten 
some  of  the  finest  cattle  and  sliccp,  that  arc  seen  in  the  mar- 
ket. 

NAVIGATION  AND  FISHERIES. 

There  are  41  vessels  of  ditlcrcnt  tonnage,  owned  in  Co- 
hassei.  Of  llies?,  1067  tons  are  employed  in  the  mackerel 
fishery.  Th.ey  take,  in  a  season,  2420  ban-els ;  200  tons 
are  empltiyed  in  the  cod  fisliery  ;  taking  2590  quintals  of 
cod  fjsh.=^  T!»e  fishing  vessels  employ  223  men  and  boys. 
Some  of  the  largest  vessels,  are  employed  in  foreign  trade. 
After  the  season  for  taking  I'jsh,  a  number  of  tltc  fishing  ves- 
sels arc  emph>ycd  in  the  coasting  trade  with  various  parts  of 
the  United  States,  and  some  in  trade  witti  the  West  Inriies. 
Cojjasset  harbour  at  tlie  east  part  of  the  town  is  formed  by  a 
small  bay,  nearly  a  mile  inland,  into  w.hich  the  sea  and  ves- 
se];;  pass, through  a  considerable  chan.nel.  The  channel  was 
probaidy  created,  and  is  stiil  kept  opoi,  and  the  harbour 
made  di'T;;er  and  wide)',  by  Ijie  llowing  into  it,  on  t!i&  south 
end,  of  Conoiiasset  river,  and  intij  that  on  the  southwest,  of 
another  small  sti-eam,  sometimes  caikd  .Tames*  river,  fi'om 
its  cruseing  the  street,  I'.eai-  the  dwellirig  house  of  the  late 
Christopher  J  jnnes.  The  v/ater  of  the"  harboni',  is  not  at 
any  time  sulliciently  deep  for  vessels  of  lai'ge  bu!  tljen,  when 
lade,M?d  ;  but  is  very  comiaodious  and  safe,  lor  those  from 
eiglity  to  a  hundred  tons. 

*  Iho  ostin-iate  of  the  fi>hcrir.s,  inov  not,  pciliaps,  he  correct  for  anv  one 
yem",  but  inuy  becon.Mdorcd  as  aa  average  for  a  iiumbtr  of  yeav^. 


To  conduct  vessels  with  safety  into  the  harbour,  requires 
the  skill  of  seamen  well  acquainted  with  the  entrance. 
About  the  entrance,  extending  to  the  east  and  west,  and  some 
at  two  miles  from  tijc  shore,  are  scattered  those  deadly  en- 
emies to  mai  inoi's,  long  and  far  known  by  tlie  name  of  Co- 
hasset  rocks.  The  spaces,  now  water,  between  these  rocks, 
%Yere  probably,  at  some  very  aiicient  period,  filled  witli  earth, 
softer  than  titat  on  the  present  shores,  rendering  the  promon- 
tory commensurate  with  the  otitei'inost  rock.  The  attrition 
of  the  waters,  pouring  into,  and  from  the  Bay,  may  have  re- 
moved the  softer  cartli,  till  they  came  to  those  solid  ram- 
parts with  which  nature  has  lined  the  present  shores.  Tliese, 
nothing  short  of  Almighty  power  can  rejnove.  They  have 
always  said,  and  will  forever  prevailingly 'say  to  the  invad- 
ing ocean,  hitherto  shalt  thou  conic,  but  no  further,  and 
here  shall  thy  proud  waves  be  stayed. 

A.  good  ktiuwledgeof  the  Cohasset  rocks,  and  iho  Graves 
.oft'  the  shores  of  Nahant,  is  requisite  to  navig;ite  with  safe- 
ty the  waters  of  tlic  Bay,  If  in  the  night,  or  bad  weather, 
the  commander  or  pilot  be  ignorant  of  his  situution,  or  sleep 
at  his  post,  like  Palinurus  of  old,  he  v.  ill  be  in  the  utmost 
,  danger  of  shi])wi'eck  and  deatli.  from  a  Scylla  on  the  one 
iiand,  and  Ciiarybdis  on  the  other.  Tije  rocks  have  been  so 
well  surveyed  and  n.iarked,  that  their  situation  is  sulilciently 
known.  'I'here  is  one  circumstance,  however,  which  I  fear 
has  not  been  suthciently  observed,  by  mariners,  sailing  from 
the  southern  cape.  The  flood  tide  ordinarily  sets  in  toward 
the  rocks,  with  considerably  greater  force  than  that  with 
which  it  ever  sets  out.  Consequently,  if  there  be  not,  in 
running,  a  correspondent  allowance  made  for  leeway,  the 
ship  will  be  in  danger  of  falling  on  the  entering  rock,  or  some 
rocks  above  it. 

The  people  of  this  town  have  had  frequent  calls  for  their 
compassionate  exertions,  in  behalf  of  sufTering  seamen. 
That  they  have  been  prompt  to  answer  these  callsjs  manifest 
from  the  number  of  medals  and  other  rewards  of  merit, 
\vhich  they  have  received,  not  only  from  the  society  whose 
name*  designates  its  heavenly  purposes,  but  from  gratitude 
expressed  in  distant  countries.  Among  the  many  instances 
of  distress  by  shipwreck,  in  whicli  the  kindest  assistance 
and  relief  have  been  given,  one  only  will  be  here  noticed, 
the  circumstances  of  which  do  equal  credit  perhaps  to  those 
Mho  gave,  and  to  those  who  received  relief.  On  February 
12,  1793,  the  ship  Gertrude-Maria,  of  400  tons,  bound  from 
Copeidiagen  to  Boston,  with  a  cargo,  estimated  at  .^'^0,000, 
and  commanded  by  Hans  Peter  Clicn,  was  wrecked  on  a 
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small  island,  amon]^  Cohasset  rocks,  called  "Criisli  Island. 
jJavin.^  entered  the  Bay,  the  commander  knew  not  the. 
t]aiie;er  of  his  situation.    Clouds  obscured  the  li.i^'ht  of  the 
sun  by  day,  of  the  moon  and  stars  by  ni,^ht,  and  no  small 
tempest  w  ith  frost  and  snow  lay  upon  them.    In  the  awful 
war  of  elements,  the  ship  was  at  the  mercy  of  the  fierce 
winds  and  mountainous  billows.^'    These  threw  her  first 
upon  a  small  ledge,  where  she  suffered  but  partial  injury; 
then  on  the  Island,  just  named,  whose  sides  arc  covered 
with  pointed  ledges.      On  these,  the  angry  surges  raised 
and  depressed  her  with  violence,  till  tiiey  broke  her  asun- 
der.    Death  now  staring  every  man  in  the  face,  trial 
was  made  by  two  men  with  a  boat,  to  reach  ti:c  sliore. 
The  boat  was  dashed  to  pieces.    One   was  drowned,  the 
other  left  to  I'ecover  the  wreck.    At  length,  by  extending  a 
spar  from  the  stern  of  the  wreck,  the  survivors  all  got  upon 
the  Island,  where  the  waves  could  not  reach   them.  Here 
they  tarried,  in  the  tempest,  chilled  with  wet  and  frost,  v.  ith- 
out  fire  or  house  to  slielter  them,  till  discovered  early  the 
next  morjiing  by  the  inhabitants  of  tiie  town.    INIeans  for 
granting  relief,  were  immediately  adopted.    A  boat  was 
quickly  brought  to  the  beach,  a  mile  over  land.    She  was 
manned  witljout  delay,  and  plunged  into  the  agitated  surf,  at 
the  imminent  liazai-d  of  the  lives  of  tlic  adventui'ers.  She 
reached  the  Island,  and  bnnight  off  three  of  the  sufferers. 
Another  attempt  was  immediately  made,  but  the  storm  ami 
the  tumult  of  the  sea,  increasing,  it  was  frustrated  by  the 
destruction  of'the  boat  against  the  rocks.    Two  otlier  boats 
were  soon  brought  from  a  distance,  and  the  dauntless  exer- 
tions of  the  boatmen  wei'e  renewed,  till  tiie  suftcrers,  twenty 
one  in  number,  were  all  safely  landed  on  the  shore.  Thence 
they  were  conveyed  to  tiie  houses  of  Elisha  Doane,  es'-j.  and 
other  gentlemen,  whej-e  they  were  carefully  v»armed,  cloth- 
ed, and  fed,  as  their  fr{;zen  and  perisliing  condition  rcfjuir- 
cd.    At  these  houses  they  remained',  imbibing  the  wine  and 
the  oil,  ministei'ed  by  tlic  hand  (jf  compassion,  till  tiicir 
wounds  were  healed,  and  healih  restored.    In  tiie  mean  time, 
due  attention  was  paid  to  their  property,  now  tl>e  sport  of 
the  \vatcrs.    An  accoujit  of  articles  of  tlie  sinallest,  as  well 
,  as  of-greater  value,  was  given  to  the  master  of  the  shi[)  ;  inso- 
much, tliat  v»  hen  all  was  collected,  that  could  be  saved,  tind 
S(dd  at  auction,  its  ajnount  was  12,000  dollai  .s.    Yv'hen  tlie 
Capt.  and  his  men,  (all  it  is  said  of  the  royal  navy  of  his 
Country,)  were  provided  with  another  vessel,  and  ready  to 
lea\e  the  town,  their  hearts  were  swollen  witli  gratcfal  emo- 
tions toward  tliose,  who,  undei'  God,  liad  deliveretl  and' 
cherished  them  in  their  perils  and  distress.    The  Captain,  a 

V         ^  CoMtiuuo  vt'iiti  volvnnt  marc  inaunaqite  surjrimt, 

iEquora  :   disjjcrsi   jactainur  jr»>r^ite  vasto.  Vibg. 


man  of  much  respectability,  unable  to  utter  bis  feelinji^s,  told 
Ills  benefactors  they  should  hear  from  him  again.  He  sailed 
from  Boston,  and  touchini^  at  St.  Croix,  publisljed  there  an 
afieciin:^  account  of  the  compassion  and  hospitality  he  had 
experienced  from  the  ])eop!e  of  Cohasset.  When  arrived  in 
Bennjark,  he  gave  to  the  king,  such  a  representation  of  the 
people  here,  as  induced  his  majrsty  to  order  the  College  of 
Commerce  to  send  in  his  majesty's  name,  four  large  medals 
of  gold,  and  ten  of  silver,  with  the  likeness  of  himself  im^ 
pressed  on  one  side,  aiid  with  Danish  words  on  the  other, 
im])orting,  Reward  of  jMerit — Noble  Deeds. 

yS  hh  the  medals  of  gtdd  came  directions — One  for  Kev. 
Josiah  C.  Shaw — One  for  Eiisha  Doane,  esq. — One  for 
Capt.  John  Lewis- -and  one  for  Capt.  Levi  Tower.  The 
silver  medals  were  designed  for  other  citizons,  who  had  been 
most  active  in  giving  relief  to  tbe  sufferers.  Honourable 
notice  was  likewise  taken  by  the  Humane  Society,  of  tlio 
commendable  humanit} ,  here  manifested  to  strangers  in  dis- 
ti'css,  and  a  pecuniary  donation  was  granted  to  the  deserving 
agents.  The  Governor  of  the  Island  of  St.  Croix  manifes- 
ted also,  tlic  high  sense  he  entei'tained  of  the  benevolence  of 
the  peo])le  here,  by  his  extraordinary  kindness,  on  that  ac- 
count, to  a  gentleman  from  Boston.  Mr.  Daniel  Hisbbard, 
a  respectable  merchant  of  that  town,  was  taken  da)igcrousiy 
sickj  on  his  passage  home,  from  abroad,  and  put  into  the 
harbour  of  St.  Croix,  w  ith  a  view  to  obtain  medical  aid  and 
other  assistance,  wliich  his  perilous  condition  required.  At 
first  fiC  was  refused  admission,  pndiihited  by  the  laws  of  the 
place,-  lest  he  should  communicate  his  sickness.  But  as  soon 
as  it  was  made  knov^'n  to  the  governor,  tliat  he  was  from 
Boston,  he  was  removed  on  sbore,  and  the  best  medical  aid, 
and  every  assistance  and  courtesy  granted  him,  till  he  was 
recovered  ;  for  which,  all  compensation  was  refused — the 
governor  alledging,  that  he  was  warranted  in  his  conduct, 
by  the  hmnanity  and  great  kindness  Capt.  Clien  and  his 
crew  had  ex^)erienced,  when  shipwrecked  at  Cohasset,  near 
Boston. 

VILLAGE. 

The  Village  stands  partly  on  the  common,  and  partly  be- 
low it.  The  street  through  it  runs  in  a  south  easterly  direc- 
tion to  the  end  of  the  common,  and  then  bends  to  theeastwai'd, 
till  it  comes  to  the  harbour.  There  are  44  houses  in  the 
village.  Of  these,  26  have  two  stories  ;  one  has  three. 
Near  the  centre  is  the  31ccting-house.  A  lew  rods  fronj  it  is 
a  two  story  building,  erected  for  an  academy.  It  has  a  largo 
front  porch,  two  large  school  rooms  on  the  iirst  iloor,  with  a 
.spacious  hall  over  them,  extending  the  whole  length  of  the 
building*     .  •  ' 
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CLIMATE  AND  DISEASES. 
Cohassct  is  in  lat.  42^  15'  N.  about  17  miles  south  by  cast 
from  Boston.  Its  situation  is  heathful.  It  lias  a  salubrious 
atmosphere,  excepting  at  times  in  March  and  April,  when 
the  north  cast  winds,  coming  direct  from  the  sea,  arc  very 
chilling,  and  trying  to  lungs,  unaccustomed  to  them.  Con- 
sumption is  the  most  prevalent  disease,  No  epidemic,  prov- 
ing very  mortal,  has  for  many  years  been  experienced. — For 
deaths,  see  second  division. 

MANUFACTURES  AND  TRADE. 
A  quantity  of  woollen  and  cotton  cloths  are  manufactured 
in  almost  every  family  ;  and  with  utensils,  needful  in  their 
several  callings,  the  inhabitants  are  mostly  furnished  by 
their  own  meciianics.  Vessels  of  good  construction  are 
built  at  the  harbour.  There  are  in  the  town  two  grist  mills, 
and  one  saw^mill.  At  the  mouth  of  tiie  river  is  a  liour  man- 
ufactory, on  a  large  scale,  with  complicated  machinei-y,  hav- 
ing four  pair  of  imported  stones  ;  one  pair,  hov/ever,  are 
used  as  a  grist  mill.  There  are  in  the  town  a  number  of  ex- 
tensive salt  works,  at  v>hich  about  5500  bushels  of  salt  are 
annually  made.  The  trade  of  Cohasset  is  considerable. 
Beside  the  trading  vessels  already  mentioned,  there  are  five 
retail  stores  invested  with  considerable  capitals. 

CURIOSITIES. 

Near  the  base  of  a  large  mass  of  solid  rock,  on  Cooper's 
Island,  so  called,  is  a  curious  excavation,  which  has  the  name 
of  the  Indian  Pot.  Its  cavity  is  as  round,  smooth,  and  reg- 
ular as  a  well  foi'mcd  seething  Pot  ;  and  will  hold  about  12 
})ai)s  full.  On  the  same  mass  of  rock,  is  another  excava- 
tion, called  the  Indian  Well.  The  inside  of  the  v.-ell,  from 
the  bottom  abosjt  four  feet  upward,  is  a  circle,  the  rest  of  it, 
about  six  feet  more,  is  semi-circulai*,  opening  to  the  east. 
The  pot  and  well  were  neai-ly  in  their  pi-esent  state,  when 
the  town  was  first  settled.  The  foi-mer,  it  is  conjectured,  was 
made  by  tlie  Vidians  for  the  two  fold  purpose  of  pounding 
their  pai'ched  coi-n,  and  boiling  their  food.  Heat  was  pro- 
bably, communicated  to  water  in  it,  by  heated  stones,  after 
the  nianner  of  the  Islanders  in  the  Pacific  Ocean.  The  lat- 
ter, might  serve  as  a  reservoir  of  fresh  water,  received  from 
the  clouds  ;  as  there  is  no  stream  very  near.  In  the  ground 
near  the  well  have  been  found  axes  and  other  tools,  made  and 
used  by  the  natives,  v.hich  prove  the  placc4o  have  been  once 
the  residence  of  many  of  that  people. 

EDUCATION.  ' 

In  1797  a  number  of  gentleman  united  and  erected  a  hand- 
some building  fo;' an  Academy.  It  had  a  preceptor  ai:d  was 
sufficiently  sui)plicd  with  scholars  ft)r  a  number  of  years  ; 


but  having;  no  permanent  funds,  it  is  not  now  in  a  flourishing; 
state.  Inhere  are  in  t!ie  town,  four  district  schools,  taiiglit  in 
the  winter  by  male  instructors,  and  in  the  summer,  by  well 
educated  females.  Beside  these,  tlieiT  are,  !:5enerally,  pri- 
vate schools,  in  one  or  more  of  which  are  tauc;]it  English 
,e:rammar,  composition,  |£;eoi^raphy.  and  the  lan.i^uages.  In 
the  village  is  a  social  library,  of  about  200  volumes  of  val- 
uable books. 

HOUSES  AND  POFULATION. 
Cohasset  contains  160  dwelling-  houses.  Those  in  the 
village,  generally,  and  many  in  other  parts  of  the  town 
liavc  two  stories.  A  considerable  number  are  built  after  the 
best  modern  style,  and  are  handsomely  ])ainted.  ^Thitti)]g- 
ton's  Hotel,  now  owned  by  I^lr.  Jolm  J,  Lathrop,  jur..  is  a 
large  roomy  house,  situated  at  Sandy  Cove.  Its  situation 
commands  some  of  tlic  fjnest  water  ]>rospects,  and  much  of 
very  pleasant  rural  sccuovy.  It  has  been,  in  the  l;ot  seasons, 
a  favourite  resort  for  gentlemen  and  ladies  from  the  metro- 
polis.   In  the  town  are  1100  inhabitants. 

ROADS  AND  BRIDGES. 
The  town  was  originally  laid  out,  as  near  as  might  be,  in 
squares,  whose  sides  should  be  one  mile.  It  was  divided  in- 
to four  parts,  called  divisions,  by  lines  ruiinin.g  nearly  east 
and  west,  tiie  whole  length  of  the  town,  each  division  being 
a  mile  in  width.  I'hese  divisions  were  separated  into  parts 
or  squares,  by  lines  one  roile  from  each  otiier,  running  at 
right  angles  niththe  lines  of  divisions.  It  was  intended  by 
thepro])!'ietors  of  Conohasset,  that  roads,  if  possible,  should 
run  with  tiie  lilies  which  marked  tljc  divisions  and  squares, 
and  spaces  of  la!id  fur  that  ])ur])ose  v, ere  accordingly  left. 
But  v=  hen  the  r;)ads  were  really  made,  it  was  found  necessa- 
ry to  vary  much  from  tlic  original  design,  ov;ing  to  the  im- 
moveafde  rocks  and  other  obstruction.s,  falling  in  the  way. 
The  roads  in  every  pai't  of  the  town,  have,  within  a  few 
years,  been  generally  much  improved.  ^yhcn  tlie  valuable 
new  road,  mostly  made  the  last  year,  thi'ough  the  swamp 
and  plaiji,  sliall  be  com])]eted,  the  road  v>  ill  be  good  and  pret- 
ty straight  from  liingliam  to  Cohasset  harbour.  To  facil- 
itate the  communicatioii  with  Scitualc  and  the  country  be- 
low, two  valuable  bridges,  were  tiie  last  season,  thrown  over 
Conohasset  river,  one  of  stone  at  jiincoln's  mill,  and  one  of 
timber  well  constructed,  near  the  flour  factory. 


